PONTIAC SALUTES

ARNIE “THE FARMER” BESWICK
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t 71, Arnie “The Farmer”

Beswick is one of the most

enduring figures in the history
of drag racing. Still racing Pontiacs after
more than 40 years, the Morrison, Illinois
farmer began his career with a new
Chieftain in 1958. From there, a lifelong

association with Pontiac began.

Impressed with the winning ways of his ‘38,
Beswick purchased a new 1959 “Wide
Track” Catalina, again securing a string of
victories. In 1960, he bought his first
purpose-built racecar, a 1960 Catalina
outfitted with Super Duty racing equipment.
Despite fierce competition, he won the
Super Stock Award at the 1960
NHRA/NASCAR Winter Nationals.

According to Beswick, his 1961 Catalina
was his favorite and one of his most
successful racecars. Originally built as a
348-horse, 389 Tri-Power V-8, Beswick
installed a set of Super Duty cylinder
heads and camshaft. Like its
predecessor, this car dominated
at the 1961 Daytona Speed
Weeks, capturing the Super
Stock Award. Following the
victory, the engine failed a
teardown inspection. Although

the engine was factory-stock,

Beswick was disqualified because the
cylinder bore size was .001 inches over
spec. This proved to be a major controversy
as the engine was tested when it was hot
instead of cool. Undaunted, he continued on

and completed a successful 1961 season.

Beswick had a great year in 1962,
competing the full season in a new 421
Super Duty Catalina. In 1963, he
campaigned three cars, all of which were
built before GM’s ban on factory-sponsored
racing. As most teams looked elsewhere

for factory sponsorship, Beswick continued

as an “independent.”

On his own, Beswick raced a 1963 421
Super Duty Catalina lightweight,
nicknamed the “Passionate Poncho,” a 421
SD Tempest Wagon known as “Mrs. B’s
Grocery Getter” and a 421 Super Duty
LeMans coupe. Even without support,
Beswick was hot that yez&, winning all
over the country and securing his name as

a Pontiac racing legend.

For the 1964 season, Beswick
purchased a new GTO coupe and
converted it into a supercharged
Factory Experimental known as
“The Mystery Tornado.” Later,
Beswick put his old 1963




LeMans coupe back in service as an
altered wheelbase Factory Experimental.
Painted bright orange with black tiger
stripes, the LeMans became known as the
“Tameless Tiger,” an ancestor of the

modern funny cars.

Beswick continued racing as an
independent through the early 1970s,
competing in funny cars that included the
“Star of the Circuit” 1966 GTO, a 1969
“Super Judge” and a 1970 “Boss Bird”
Trans Am. In 1972, Beswick’s racing career
was abruptly interrupted following a
devastating fire at his Illinois farm. Beswick
lost his racecars, parts and a new shop
facility. The fire set back his racing efforts

for many years.

By 1987, Beswick began a new chapter in
his career when he completed a “new” 1963

LeMans racecar with a modified 455
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Pontiac V-8 engine. He was now in demand

as a driver in the new Nostalgia classes.

In the early 1990s, Beswick built another
1963 LeMans racecar. The LeMans
featured a modern Pro-Stock-style chassis
and a 500+ cubic-inch Pontiac “Big Chief”
V-8. A new generation of Arnie Beswick

fans have been cheering him on since.

Don’t look for Beswick to slow down,
the seasoned race veteran maintains a full
touring schedule. Since 1997, he’s been
campaigning his 1200+ horsepower 1964
“Tameless Tiger” GTO, delighting fans
with his signature half-track burnouts and
“never lift” driving style. With
lightning-quick reflexes and ETs in the
low seven-second range at over 190
mph, Beswick is as enthusiastic today as

he was when he first began his

impressive career.




