PONTIA‘C 1968-1980

SHIFTING GERRS

N

fter five years of dormancy,

the first glimmer of racing

activity from Pontiac came in
1968, when Shelby team driver Jerry
Titus left to start a new Pontiac team to
compete in the Sport Car Club of America
(SCCA) Trans Am series. Combining
forces with Toronto businessman Terry

Godsall, they called the team T/G Racing.

First organized in 1966, the
Trans Am series included a
class for 5-liter and under
sedans- sedans were classified
as any closed car with a back
seat. For Pontiac, racing in this

class was an uphill battle.

Jerry Titus

There were two significant reasons why
this occurred: First, the 1963 GM division
ban on racing was still in effect. The other
problem was the absence of a production
engine that displaced less

than 5 liters.
The rules did
not allow
destroking

or sleeving

Jerry Titus’ 1968
“Camaro-Firebird.”

to reduce displacement. Pontiac engineers
were in the process of developing a
303-cubic-inch version of its Ram Air V

V-8, but it was not yet ready.

Godsall informed the SCCA that Canadian
Pontiacs sold north of the border could be
purchased with 327 Chevrolet power, and
therefore, should be allowed to run 302
Z/28 engines in competition.
The 302 engine was based on
the 327. SCCA, likely anxious
to increase the popularity of the
series by including as many
manufacturers as possible,
allowed this argument to stand.
While not what Pontiac purists
may have wanted, the ruling did
get a Pontiac on the track before the 303
was ready. Titus finished in a respectable

third place for the chaotic 1969 season.

The 1970 season began vﬁth great promise
for Titus and company, but the team
was plagued with financial and
organizational problems.
Tragically, Titus
died of head




The 1970s were lean racing years for Pontiac.
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Adams assembled an indpendent team of Pontiac competing in NHRA, THRA and AHRA stock
: and super stock
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Grey Ghost.”
Starting with his
wife's well-used
1964 LeMans
coupe, the team,
known as

Trans/Action,

Bob Tullius and the “Grey Ghost.”

applied much of

what they learned from their collaboration with
T/G Racing and applied it to the LeMans. With
veteran driver Bob Tullius at the wheel, the
“Grey Ghost” was often the fastest car on the
track. Although the Grey Ghost never won a race
during the 1971 season, it often received more
press than the winner. It was a seven-year-old

racecar competing with big-dollar factory teams.
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‘Truman Fields,
Jack Mullins,
Rock Running,
Art Peterson,
Mick Leiferman,
Charlene Wood,
Mike McKinney,
Mike Ferderer
and Pete McCarthy Imght not exactly be
household names, however, they carried the

Pontiac banner proudly. “Hard Times,” the

name Truman Fields gave to his Firebird

racecars, was indeed appropriate. The efforts of
this diehard group of racers certainly deserve

much recognition.




